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they're just

by Fran Moredo

he world's fascination with gold is both 
ancient and contemporary.

History is replete with the symbolic and 
literal use of gold as a sign of heritage, 

nobility, wealth and power. Throughout time, gold has 
been treasured for its natural beauty and radiance. 
For this reason, many cultures have imagined gold to 
represent the sun. Some used it to strengthen their 
empires. Julius Caesar gave 200 gold coins to each 
of his soldiers from the spoils of war in defeating Gaul. 
Concepts of royalty and deity were often inexorably 
linked represented by golden emblems. The visual 
expression of these alleged connections – gold as a 
symbol of purity and incorruptibility, lies at the heart of 
this pervasive idea where sacred and secular power 
join. Gold wirework-adorned jewelries worn by rulers 
recall the glories of the old kingdoms making their 
history tangible and electrifying. Their riches were 
measured in the volume of gold found in their 
treasuries and tombs. These assumptions and 
beliefs permeate our current way of living.

Rooted deeply in cultural traditions, the aspiration 
to own and give gold in the form of jewelry transcends 
generations and national boundaries. Acquiring 
jewelry is connected to celebrations, relationships, 
self-expression, and hopes for the future. For many, 
the breathtaking beauty and allure of gold is difficult to 
resist. News about mining gold in dangerous areas 
and settings abound. People allude grandeur, 
prowess and authority to gold and such attributes are 
vested on their owners or wearers. This fallacy is 
unfortunately true today – that the myriad of twinkles 
and number of blings hanging from the arms, ears 
and necks have a direct correlation to one's position 
and authority. It is a reality that we see. It is the lure of 
the sparkling.

The glitters and sparkling ornaments that 
surround us at Christmas time loudly shout our 
entanglement with this state. So, how do we respond 
to this?  How do we rid ourselves with this misplaced 
enthrallment with gold …the allure that cannot be 
resisted?  How do we reconcile what we see and 
practice with the admonitions in the word of God?  Is 
there a way to break free from the entrapment of the 
shimmering?

As believers, we have encountered numerous 
reminders in the Bible relative to gold. To name a few: 
Matt 10:9 of the Disciples' instructions for service 
specifies, “Do not acquire gold or silver or copper for 
your money belts.” This is preceded by verse 8 where 
they are told “freely you received, freely you give.”

Zeph1:18a warns us that neither silver nor gold 
shall deliver us from the Lord's wrath.

A godly person prizes Christ as stated in 1Pet 2:7 
“Unto you therefore which believe, He is precious.” 

We are to set a high valuation upon Christ. Are we 
more invested in jewelries? What is in our heart? 
Where are we invested?

Eliphaz accuses and exhorts Job in Chapter 
22:24-25, “and place your gold in the dust and the 
gold of Ophir among the stones and the brooks then 
the Almighty will be your gold and choice silver to 
you.” The scholars explain this saying that we must 
regard the glittering metal as dust, regard it of little 
value as the dust on which it lies, or just like the 
stones in the brook for God will take the place of our 
riches. They rebuke us further stating that it is less 
labor to find God than the precious metal.

What else can we do? Pray for wisdom.

Wisdom begins when we ask God to be our 
supply. Wisdom is thinking and living as God 
designed us to live. Solomon asked for discernment 
not wealth, but God gave him riches and long life as 
well. James 1:5-8 states “If any of you lacks wisdom, 
he should ask God, who gives generously to all 
without finding fault, and it will be given to him. But 
when he asks, he must believe and not doubt, 
because he who doubts is like the wave of the sea, 
blown and tossed by the wind. That man should not 
think he will receive anything from the Lord. He is a 
double-minded man, unstable in all he does.”

According to the Bible commentary, God gives to 
the humble suppliant without upbraiding him with his 
past sin and ingratitude. God hears every true prayer 
and grants either the thing asked, or something 
better. James begins and ends in faith. We must not 
waver between belief and unbelief. We must strongly 
anchor on the shore of faith and hope. Real faith is 
something more than a mere thinking of the things 
that prayed for. It is an all-consuming fire that 
envelopes one's being so that it becomes the only 
focus of all energies. Heb. 11:1 states, “Now faith is 
being sure of what we hope for and certain of what we 
do not see.”

This Christmas, as we unwrap the boxes of 
decorations and adorn our homes with colorful, 
glittering ornaments, we must do so with the right 
perspective. It is not the decorative glitters nor the 
golden-wrapped gifts that count. They may contribute 
to a pleasant feeling of festiveness commonly 
associated with the season. They may even bring 
about a sense of fulfillment for some. We may have 
written gold jewelry at the top of our shopping list. 
Nonetheless, the state of our heart is the key.

We need to unceasingly plead with The Purifier to 
get the dross out, so that we may be worthy to be 
called His children. Let our fervent and persistent 
prayer be, “Lord, please take out the garbage from 
my heart, not just this Christmas, but all the time.”

All that

... or maybe not.
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ndeed, what is the big deal about Christmas? Now more than ever, I believe this question needs to 
be both asked and answered. In fact, here in the Philippines, Christmas season begins in early 
September – at least that's what the major malls want us to think. It's really quite ridiculous to hear 
Christmas carols over the sound system and to see the beginnings of Christmas decors in malls – 
with summer not even barely over! Now why would they do that? Is it because they would want 

people to prepare their souls for the celebration of the first advent of the Savior of the world? Hardly. I think 
we all know that it is really to entice people to prepare their wallets for the most lucrative season of the 
year for the shopping industry. No wonder for many people today, the sound of Christmas carols is like a 
signal – for some, really a warning – that the season for hectic spending has now come upon them.

Besides the increasing prevalence of Christmas carols (many of which say 
nothing about the real meaning of the season) as we draw nearer and nearer to 
Christmas Day, most who celebrate the season begin by being preoccupied with 
the external trimmings that come with this time of the year. Synthetic Christmas 
trees of all kinds begin to take a prominent place in department stores and homes. 
The ubiquitous “parol” in all its multitude of versions and colors quickly appear in 
almost every home and neighborhood. And don't forget the lights! Christmas just 
doesn't feel like Christmas without the lights – blinking or not. Chestnuts begin 
roasting on an open fire (actually in huge “kalans” at stalls in the malls). And being a 
largely Catholic nation, the ringing of church bells at five in the morning nine days 
before Christmas beckons the “faithful” (devout or nominal notwithstanding) to 
their Misa de Gallo, usually incomplete without the matching “puto bumbong” for 

It’s Christmas Time Again! 

by Robbie Casas

breakfast after the mass. Carolers going from home to home 
appear in numbers at this time filling the air with the season's 
songs that heighten the mood of sentimentality. And the gifts (this 
is what Christmas is all about anyway, right?) – abound in 
different sizes and packaging (exciting for some, depressing for 
others depending on what side of the economic fence you stand)! 
Of course, the traditional “belen” is there for those who want to 
add a touch of the spiritual to an already predominantly 
commercial and material holiday season. Come Christmas Eve 
and Christmas Day, what caps it all are the reunions of family and 
friends over the traditional “Noche Buena” and Christmas lunch.

Do forgive me if you detect a bit of cynicism in my tone as I 
write this. I am not against all these “traditional trimmings” of the 

season. They do add to the “specialness” of 
this time of the year. It's just that every year it is 
all the same thing over and over again, with 
more and more people losing sight of what 
Christendom is really celebrating. Add to this 
tragic mix the increasingly open and deliberate 
effort to remove God and Christ from the 
celebration (it's no longer “Merry Christmas” 
but rather “Happy Holidays” for many today), 
then you end up with a season that is abundant 
in excitement and stress but more and more 
devoid of true, life-changing meaning.

What’s the BIG 
DEAL?

This is almost forgivable – and actually understandable – if all I am describing here is how the world 
out there celebrates Christmas. But sadly, if we are going to be honest, this is also the situation with 
many in the church of Jesus Christ today. I mean, how many of us Bible-reading, Bible-believing 
Christians experience spiritual renewal and deepening as a result of deliberately meditating upon and 
internalizing the true meaning of Christmas, resulting in more devoted and heartfelt worship of our 
Lord during this period of the year every year?

If there is one verse that I believe succinctly captures the essence of the season it is Titus 2:11: “For 
the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men.” What a life-changing verse! “The grace 
of God” is God's undeserved love showed us in Christ while we were still sinners and His enemies 
(Rom 5:6-10). It is by this same grace that we are saved (“bringing salvation to all men”) apart from 
any moral achievements or religious acts on our part. That is why Paul here uses the word “grace” – 
the undeserved favor of God, the favor we can never earn or pay for, appearing in the person of Jesus 
Christ. In Titus 3:4-5b Paul repeats the same truth but with a slight variation: “4 But when the kindness 
of God our Savior and His love for mankind appeared, 5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which 
we have done in righteousness….”  Here Paul uses a different Greek word translated “kindness” in 
the NASB , “goodness and loving kindness”  in the ESV, “kindness and love” in the NIV. Indeed, it is 
kindness and goodness and love from God to save us and spare us from an eternity in hell by paying 
for the penalty of our sins Himself through the cross of Jesus on Calvary. That truth should be more 
than enough to humble us and transform us every time we ponder it.

So if you really want to make a big deal about Christmas, then make a big 
deal about the gospel.

See to it that all the trimmings point to the main thing about Christmas: that unto 
us a Child is born whose name is Jesus, for He will save us from our sins, and who 
is called IMMANUEL, which means, “GOD WITH US.” So the Christmas tree 
(though many point out its pagan origins) should remind us of what Jesus did on 
the cross which is called a tree in Scripture (see Gal 3:13). The “parol” should bring 
to our minds the star that pointed the magi and guided them to the baby Jesus to 
worship Him and offer Him gifts. The lights must bring to our remembrance how 
Christ as the Light of the world shines in the darkness as the Light of life (Jn 8:12; 
1:5). The carols that we love to hear and sing must tell us of the coming of our 
Savior to live the perfect life and pay the perfect price by dying on the cross so that 
we might live. The gifts that we give and receive should be symbols to remind us 
how our God is such a giving God “that He gave His only begotten Son, that 

whoever believes in Him shall not perish, but have eternal life” 
(Jn 3:16). The traditional “belen” should point us to the original 
nativity scene when Jesus Christ was born in the lowest of 
circumstances to live among men. Our reunions with family and 
friends should teach us that because we have been reconciled 
to God, it is now possible to be reconciled to and live in harmony 
with not only our families and friends but even the people 
around us.

Not that we need any of these symbolic trimmings of 
Christmas to make the season more meaningful to us believers, 
because the true meaning of the season alone, once 
worshipfully pondered, should be more than enough to draw our 
hearts in deeper devotion to and loving appreciation of our Lord 
and Savior Jesus Christ.

I
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"For if the trumpet makes an UNCERTAIN SOUND,  
who will prepare for the battle?"

1 Corinthians 14:8 (NKJV, emphasis added)

hen the Word (Logos) became flesh, God 
made Himself known to men and manifested 
Himself clearly to those whose ears he 
pierced and whose eyes He unscaled with 

the Gospel message of redemption and restoration. Our 
concern now is this: Are we making our message as 
clear, or have we somehow compromised our 
declaration?

"If even inanimate musical instruments are expected to 
make sensible sounds,

how much more should human speech make sense,
especially when it deals with the things of God?"

(John Mac Arthur, Commentary on 1 Corinthians)

This challenge to reflect on the Christmas carols we 
sing comes at the heels of the realization that we may 
have settled to a compromise of just sounding great, but 
with a hollow message. 

"Sleigh bells ring, are you list'ning, In the way, snow is 
glistening,

A beautiful sight, we're happy tonight, Walking in the 
winter wonderland."

Are you listening? Do Christmas carols like this make 
sense of the true meaning of Christ's incarnation? Is 
there certainty in the message it brings across 
concerning Christ? Or do carols like this blare the 
"emotional message" of this season, in conformity with 
the world?

Shallow Carols
by Zabeth F. Lacanaria

The Christmas landscape has been repainted by the 
master of deceit, and we may be unwitting instruments. 
The message people want to hear and believe is that of 
being happy and feeling good, engendered by music that 
brings psychological healing. Instead of focusing on the 
message of our sin and our Saviour, the church, not 
wanting to be left behind and cast as irrelevant, jumped 
on the bandwagon of the world's musical air. Together 
with the "therapeutic gospel" was born a "feel good" 
season where feelings, happiness, self-esteem and 
psychological healing are sacred. As a result, the Church 
of Jesus Christ may be muffling its hymns and not making 
the "certain sound" of the Gospel Call clearly sang in our 
traditional Christmas carols. (cf: "Deceptive Diagnosis" 
by D. Tyler & Kurt Grady, 2006).

If not outright deceit, we may have created an "unholy 
alliance" in carol tandems like this:

"Silent night, holy night, All is calm, all is bright...
(Susanina, heavens came down in a sheepfold lies...)

Round yon virgin mother and Child,
Holy Infant so tender and mild...

(And nothing appears of this paradise,
Except golden angels who sweetly sing...)

Sleep in heavenly peace, Sleep in heavenly peace...
(Susanina, and this child eternal king.)

An uncertain sound continues to be sang in this "jolly 
season." We support the message of achieving family 
happiness, so the singles get depressed and feel out-of-
place. We emphasize  the necessity of give-and-get, so 
the poor feel down-and-out. We press for overindulgence 
and feasting, and those lean in resources feel out-of-
season. We remove the Savior from Christmas and we 
are out-of-sync in our souls, as we fa-la-la-la-la ourselves 
throughout this season...

"I saw mommy kissing Santa Claus...
Rudolf the red-nosed reindeer...

Deck the halls with boughs of holly...
Pasko na, sinta ko..."

Here and now, the Lord arrests our attention. Let us go 
back to the First Christmas so we can revive Christmas 
carols which resound with certainty of the message of the 
Gospel during this high point of redemption history:

"And suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of 
the heavenly host praising God and saying: 'Glory to 

God in the highest, And on earth peace, 
goodwill toward men!'...

Then the shepherds returned, glorifying God 
for all the things that they had heard and seen,

as it was told them." (Luke 2:13, 14, 20)

Let us declare with certainty through our Christmas 
carols the message of God during this season passed on 
to us from angels, to shepherds, and then to men who 
have seen and heard of our "God (who) has visited His 
people" (Luke 7:16b). 

"Hark the herald angels sing,
Glory to our newborn King!

Peace on earth, and mercy mild,
God and sinners reconciled!

While shepherd watched their flocks by night,
All seated on the ground,

The angel of the Lord came down,
And glory shone around.

This, this is Christ the King, Whom shepherds guard 
and angels sing:

Haste, haste to bring Him praise -
The Babe, the Son of Mary."

Having hitched to the world's bandwagon of 
Christmas carols, we may have unwittingly created in our 
hearts a certain "estrangement from the Gospel." Yet, 
this is just one of the glimpses of our strayings. While 
there is a notion widely held among Christians that song 
is the highest possible expression of the joy of the Lord in 
the soul of man, yet there is "Something Beyond Song":

"Where the Holy Spirit is permitted to exercise His full 
sway in the redeemed heart the progression is likely to 
be as follows: First, voluble praise, in prose speech or 

prayer or witness; then, when the crescendo rises 
beyond the ability of speech to express, comes song; 

when song breaks down under the weight of glory, then 
comes silence where the soul, held in deep fascination, 

feels itself blessed with an unutterable beatitude." 

(A. W. Tozer, The Root of the Righteous).

Silent praises, but also songs and carols are means of 
grace to declare God's love and His Gospel. While God 

lends us breath, we must keep singing till the break of 
day. God is accomplishing so much in our midst and even 
if silence at times is golden, we cannot keep quiet about 
His greatness. We must speak or sing of Him, who gave 
us ears to hear and mouths to speak and sing His 
praises:

"Blessings on the King who comes in the name of the LORD!
Peace in heaven, and glory in the highest heaven!"

(Luke 19:38, NLT)

PRAISE AND SING WE MUST,
BUT IN NO UNCERTAIN SOUND!

"I tell you that if these should keep silent, the stones 
would immediately cry out."

(Luke 19:40, NLT)

And perhaps, we can revive the less-heard carols that 
declare with certainty the message of the love of God 
through the birth of Jesus:

"Tell me the story of Jesus, 
Write on my heart every word;

Tell me the story most precious, 
Sweetest that ever was heard!
Tell how the angel, in chorus, 

Sang as they welcomed His birth,
'Glory to God in the highest! 

Peace and good tidings to earth!"

(Fanny Crosby, Tell Me the Story of Jesus)

In a world of confusing menagerie of Christmas 
symbols, we cannot sing and declare an "uncertain 
sound." When a trumpet gives an uncertain sound, 
indistinct from all other sounds, it can put an entire army 
in peril - shall they retreat or advance? To sing Christmas 
carols like the world does, is to play a bugle with 
"uncertain sound."  Those who hear them will have no 
idea of the Gospel we preach, and we will be speaking to 
the air. Shall the explosions of our heart be in vain? Let us 
sing once more the songs of Zion:

"O come, all ye faithful, joyful and triumphant, 
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem;

Come and behold Him, born the King of angels: 

O come, let us adore Him... Christ the Lord!"
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 On Christmas Day 
by Yolanda S. Gonzales

GiveLOVE

P"
eople making lists, buying special gifts…” 

so goes the all too familiar Jackson 5 

Christmas song flooding the air waves 

and shopping malls more frequently now 

as the Christmas countdown shortens. Gift-

giving is indeed a tradition that has even to some 

extent defined Christmas. This is certainly an 

exciting time for those who have gotten 

accustomed to receiving Christmas presents so 

much so that it has become a natural 

expectation. For those from whom gifts are 

expected however, making the list and buying 

the gifts can either be a joy, or a dreaded 

obligation particularly if the issue on unwanted 

expense creeps into the scene.

What is it that we are celebrating anyway? 

Why have many of us trimmed the significance of 

Christmas down to giving, receiving and 

exchanging gifts? And what about those that 

simply can't afford to buy and give “special gifts”? 

Should that limitation even dampen their 

Christmas celebration? Isn't the true meaning of 

Christmas the celebration of God's incredible act 

of love of His becoming human? Is it not a 

celebration of having been given the best gift, the 

Saviour, in the form of a baby in a manger?

Yes, “it's that time of year when good friends 

are near…” and that being so, it must even make 

more sense for us to “wish we could give more 

than just presents from a store.” So “why don't 

we give love on Christmas day…”?  How, and 

what can we do to make more manifest our love 

to our family members, friends and dear ones?  

As the song goes, “even the man who has 

everything would be so happy if you would bring 

him love on Christmas day.” Even “every little 

child on Santa's knee has room for your love 

underneath his tree…”  Indeed, “no greater gift is 

there than love,” and not just on Christmas day.

Surely there must be countless and even 

inexpensive ways by which we can express our 

deepest affections for those that matter to us the 

most. The spirit of Christmas is enough reason to 

demonstrate we care for them without being 

thought of as “silly”, particularly if our actions are 

those not often observed by them, or quite totally 

unexpected of us. We can resolve to be more 

openly caring in many ways; we can begin now 

and be consistent at it. Then, the “unexpected” 

can turn into “an expectation.” The Christmas 

“performance” can turn into a more frequent act! 

If until now “what can I do” remains a puzzle, the 

list below might just prove useful:

How can I show my thoughtfulness and care?

ŸWrite that overdue letter to a family member you 

haven't communicated with for a while now and 

tell him/her you are thinking of him/her.

ŸMake that phone call to a relative you haven't 

spoken to for ages, and ask how he/she is and 

wish him/her well.

ŸVisit the grandparents and spend quality time 

with them, meaning leisurely hours.

ŸMake a personalized card for mom and dad 

thanking them for all they do for you.

ŸOffer to cook, and cook your sibling's favorite 

meal and serve it with a smile.

ŸHow can I be more helpful?

ŸDo the dishes after dinner on weekends so 

mom can enjoy her TV program.

ŸOffer to do the errands (pay the bill or fetch little 

brother/sister from school.)

ŸGive the bathroom that much needed “bath.”

ŸFold the laundry, not just your own clothes.

ŸDefrost the refrigerator.

If these tasks are those that you don't do, 

family members might be wondering what got 

into you. Do them anyway, and tell them you 

really just want to be more helpful. If these are 

chores that you normally do because they are 

assigned to you on certain days, try offering to do 

them even when it's not your regular time. If you 

get raised eyebrows for a response, jokingly tell 

them your effort is what they're getting as a 

Christmas present.

How can I be more loving, how can I show my love?

ŸSet a “movie date” at home, complete with 

popcorn and a warm blanket on the couch.

ŸRead to your child his/her favorite bedtime story 

book.

ŸGive your wife a much-needed massage that 

will lull her to sleep.

ŸOffer to stay home with the younger siblings so 

mom and dad can have a night out.

ŸAsk, “Is there anything you want me to help you 

with?”

ŸAsk them, “Do you know that I love you?” Tell 

them you really do.

How can I be more patient?

ŸFor those of us whose middle name is 

impatience, trying to find ways to curb our 

impatience will probably be futile, but seriously, 

recognizing that we are not as patient as we 

ought to be is a good start.

ŸRequest family members to call your attention 

when your impatience is showing itself. Tell them 

you would really appreciate their doing so.

ŸBite your tongue when you are on the verge of 

making a comment in impatience. Then count to 

ten, during which your impatience should be 

waning. Be deliberate in doing this.

ŸRemind yourself to laugh at the circumstance 

provoking your impatience until you are 

morecalm to share a gentler comment.

For no reason other than “because it's 

Christmas”, we all try to be as nice as can be, 

with or without tangible presents to give. The 

Jacksons can't be more correct when they sang 

“What the world needs is love, yes, the world 

needs your love…give love on Christmas day…” 

but more importantly, every day!

The ways are manifold if only we are willing. 

Still, the best love gift of all is to talk to people 

about God's great love in giving us His One 

and Only Begotten Son, Jesus Christ, in order 

that those who believe in Him may share the 

joy of eternal fellowship with the Him, the 

Greatest Gift of all.
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id you know that Christmas is the most 
controversial festivity in the Christendom?  

First, nowhere in the New Testament was the 
exact date of the birth of Christ nor the celebration 

of His birth ever mentioned by the Apostles?  According to 
early church writings, the first recorded date of Christmas 
becoming a festivity on December 25th was in 336 A. D., 
during the time of the Roman Emperor Constantine the 
Great. A few years later, Pope Julius I officially declared 
that the birth of Jesus would be celebrated on the 25th 
December to co-opt the celebrations honoring the  pagan 
gods Saturnus and Mithras. 

Next, did you also know that the celebration of 
Christmas has been met with Puritan resistance? Because 
early Christians consider the date a pagan festival, they 
treated it as a regular day of work. This view was carried on 
by the Puritans in England (1600s) and in America (1800s) 
resulting to the banning of Christmas celebrations because 
they observed that "men dishonor Christ more in the 12 
days of Christmas than in all the 12 months besides." But 
the ban was short-lived because the Puritans were 
outnumbered. Until now, the issue whether to celebrate 
Christmas or not remains a sticking point among some 
groups of believers.

Anoher issue is, “Is the writing of Xmas "unchristian"?

To dispel the notion that we are taking Christ out from 
this season, let us look at its origin. “X” in “Xmas” is not the 

English  “ex”. It is an abbreviation of the Greek name of 
“Christ”, Χριστός, which starts with the Greek letter Chi. 
Abbreviating “Christ” as “X” can be traced many centuries 
back, with some written documents dated as early as 1100 
A.D. Having said this, if our goal is to make Christ known, 
then spelling out His name is the best thing to do.

The clamour for political correctness is the latest trend 
to affect Christians. It means being careful not to use 
language or behave in a way that could offend a particular 
group of people. Happy Holidays, Yuletide Greetings, 
Season's Greetings and other terms are now used instead 
of Merry Christmas so as not to offend non-Christians. 
Also, the use of B.C. (before Christ) and A.D. (in the year of 
the Lord) are now being replaced with BCE (before the 
Common Era) and CE (Common Era); these terms were 
introduced in the 1830s. 

Though the origin of Christmas is unsettling and the 
season is problematic,  we should view Christmas as an 
opportune time (kairos) to advance Christ as penned in I 
Corinthians 10:31 “ Whether, then, you eat or drink or 
whatever you do, do all for the glory of God.” Moreover, as 
we near the end times, the Christian faith will suffer greater 
persecutions but we hold on to Christ's promise in John 
16:33b, “…in the world you have tribulation, but take 
courage; I have overcome the world.” Christ came and left 
the earth triumphant, assuring us of a victorious end. What 
a blessed assurance!

by Lolit Alawas

ow old was Jesus when the wise men visited him?

The wise men saw His star at his birth and 
began following it. If the journey was 500 miles 
from Persia and Mesopotamia (around modern 

day Iraq) then it would have taken at least a month. By the 
time they arrived, Jesus and His family had moved into a 
house. He was somewhere between a month old and a 
couple of years old.  Later in the story Herod ordered all the 
children aged 2 years and younger to be killed. Therefore, 
Jesus was at least a month old and not yet 2 years old. 

What is Frankincense? 

A substance that is burned for its sweet smell used in 
religious ceremonies in ancient times in the temples. It 
represents the deity of Christ because he is truly God in 
human flesh.  

Jingle Bells was written for Thanksgiving, not Christmas.

It's hard to go more than five minutes without hearing the 
familiar tune of Jingle Bells during the month of December. 
The truth is that you should have been hearing it in November. 
According to Mental Floss Magazine, composer James Lord 
Pierpont wrote the song in the 1850s for his Boston Sunday 
school class during Thanksgiving as a way to commemorate 
the famed Medford sleigh races. Kids and adults loved the 
song and eventually changed the lyrics to fit Christmas. No 
word on whether the original lyrics contained the line, 
“Dashing through the snow, in a one-turkey open sleigh.”

Did you know

The best-selling Christmas song is White Christmas.

The first and last American states who declared Christmas a 
holiday is Alabama and Oklahoma respectively.

Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in the year 1895.

Christmas caroling began as an old English custom called 
Wassailing - toasting neighbors to a long and healthy life.

During the Christmas buying season, Visa cards are used at 
an average of 5,340 times every minute in the US.

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head 
of a pig prepared with mustard.

There are two Christmas Islands- Kiritimati in the Pacific 
Ocean and Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean which is 52 
square miles.

Holiday means no work to celebrate... but for us believers, 
Christmas is a continuous joyous celebration of the birth of 
Jesus who gave us hope for eternity. “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloth and lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
Matthew 2:9-18.

by May Doculan

References: Internet. Christmas IQ quiz by Dr. Pritchard. Lifeway Christian Resources.
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children aged 2 years and younger to be killed. Therefore, 
Jesus was at least a month old and not yet 2 years old. 

What is Frankincense? 

A substance that is burned for its sweet smell used in 
religious ceremonies in ancient times in the temples. It 
represents the deity of Christ because he is truly God in 
human flesh.  

Jingle Bells was written for Thanksgiving, not Christmas.

It's hard to go more than five minutes without hearing the 
familiar tune of Jingle Bells during the month of December. 
The truth is that you should have been hearing it in November. 
According to Mental Floss Magazine, composer James Lord 
Pierpont wrote the song in the 1850s for his Boston Sunday 
school class during Thanksgiving as a way to commemorate 
the famed Medford sleigh races. Kids and adults loved the 
song and eventually changed the lyrics to fit Christmas. No 
word on whether the original lyrics contained the line, 
“Dashing through the snow, in a one-turkey open sleigh.”

Did you know

The best-selling Christmas song is White Christmas.

The first and last American states who declared Christmas a 
holiday is Alabama and Oklahoma respectively.

Electric Christmas tree lights were first used in the year 1895.

Christmas caroling began as an old English custom called 
Wassailing - toasting neighbors to a long and healthy life.

During the Christmas buying season, Visa cards are used at 
an average of 5,340 times every minute in the US.

A traditional Christmas dinner in early England was the head 
of a pig prepared with mustard.

There are two Christmas Islands- Kiritimati in the Pacific 
Ocean and Christmas Island in the Indian Ocean which is 52 
square miles.

Holiday means no work to celebrate... but for us believers, 
Christmas is a continuous joyous celebration of the birth of 
Jesus who gave us hope for eternity. “Fear not, for behold, I 
bring you good news of great joy that will be for all the people. 
For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who 
is Christ the Lord. And this will be a sign for you: you will find a 
baby wrapped in swaddling cloth and lying in a manger. And 
suddenly there was with the angel a multitude of the heavenly 
host praising God and saying, “Glory to God in the highest, 
and on earth peace among those with whom he is pleased!”  
Matthew 2:9-18.

by May Doculan

References: Internet. Christmas IQ quiz by Dr. Pritchard. Lifeway Christian Resources.
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Although the temptation is great for us to be enmeshed in 
the hectic activities during the Holiday season, may we never 
miss to share the true spirit of Christmas, as we express the 
love, gentleness, compassion and forgiveness of our Lord to 
the people around us.

A meaningful and blessed Christmas to all of us.
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